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CHATPTER IV.

@en. Sherman's “Insanity”—Ee Is Re-
liecved by Gen. Dem Carlos Buell
Changed to Department of the Ohlo.
The Army Degimming te Take Shape.
Vietory at Mill Springs and Death of
Zolllcoffer.

After his reépulse at Wild Cat Gap,
Gen. Zollicoffer retired to Cumberland
Ford, and blockaded the roads as he
retreated. This indicated to Gens
Thomas and Sherman that he medi-
tated an advance the next time by a
different route, probably by Somerset,
or else that he was going still farther
west to join Albert Sidney Johnston in
his attack upon Louisville, Therefore
Gen. Sherman ordered Gen., Thomas to
remaln at Crab Orchard, where he
would be ready to move to either Som-
erset or Danville, as the purpose of
the enemy should develop.

All the movements of Thomas con-
tinued to Le hampered by the lack of
wagons, and we find a letter from Capt.
A. Q. M. Dickenson, at Cincinnati, to
Gen. Thomas, stating that he had be-
gun the shipment of wagons to him,
but had hardly gotten under way when
he received imperative orders to send
400 at once to Western Virginia, which
nearly stripped him of vehicles.

Gen. Sherman’s Relief,

In the meanwhile the War Depart-
ment became seriously disturbed as to
the condition of Gen. Sherman’s mind.
It was not so much what he said and
did offieially, for this was generally
based upon good military reasons, but
Gen. Sherman was always a great talk-
er, and not a little disposed, in his
earlier years, to say things simply for
effect. He had talked so excitedly, and
it must be confessed wildly, to a num-
ber of newspaper men &s to give them
the impression that he was more or
less unbalanced. Some of these, writ-
ing for papers of wide influence and
circulation, actually asserted that he
was insane. The eflfect of this was
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qQuite prejudicial upon the Union cause
in Kentucky, and therefore by General
Orders, No. 87, War Department, Nov.
9, 1861, the Department of the Cum-
berland was discontinued, and the De-
ment of the Ohlo constituted, em-
racing the States of Ohio, Michigan,
Indiana, Kentucky (east of the Cum-
berland River), and Tennessce, with
Brig.-Gen. Don Carlos Buell in com-
mand and headquarters at Louisville.
Gen. Buell assumed command Nov. 15,
and Gen. Sherman went home to re-
cover his health.
Sherman’s Own Stery.

As to the story of Sherman’s insan-
ity, the General himself gives this ac-
count in his Memoirs:

“About this time, say, the middle of
October, 1 received notice by telegraph
that the Secretary of War, Mr. Cam-
eron (then in 8t. Louis) would visit
me at Loulsville on his way back to
Washington. 1 was delighted to have
an opportunity to properly represent
the actual state of affairs, and got Mr.
Guthrie to go with me across to Jef-
fersonville to meet the Secretary of
War and escort him to Louisville. The
train was behind time, but Mr. Guth-
rle and I waited until it actually ar-
rived. Mr. Cameron was attended by
Adj't-Gen. Lorenzo Thomas and six or
eeven gentlemen, who turned out to be
newspaper reporters. Mr. Cameroun's
first inquiry was when he could start
for Cincinnati, saying that as he had
been detained at St. Louis so long it
was important he should hurry
on to Washington. I explained that
the regular mail-boat would leave very
soon—viz, at 12 m.—but I begged him
10 ecome over to Louisville; that 1
wanted to see him on business as im-
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rtant as any in Washington, and

oped he would come and spend at
least .a day with us. He asked if every-
thing was net well with us, and I told
him far from it; that things were act-
vally bad, as bad as bad could be. T s
seemed to surprise him, and Ms: Cuth-
rie added his persuasion to mine; whe~
Mr. Cameron, learning that he-7,,11
Jeave Louisville by rail via 37,5 r00t

next morning early, angd-’
310 connections at .t"m.,mnm;',m (3:1‘!
ted to go with U» to Louisvijte, with

Keatucky and Tennessee.

crossing the rviver by ihe ferry, and
drove to the Galt House, where I was
then staying. Brig.-Gen. T. J. Wood
had come down from Indianapolis by
the same train, and was one of the
party. We all proeceeded to my room
on the first floor of the Gailt House,
where our excellent landlord, Silas
Miller, ¥sq., sent us a good lunch and
something to drink. Mr. Cameron was
not well, and lay on my bed, but joined
in the geneiral conversation, He anl
his party seemed to be full of the par-
ticulars of the developments in St

was true, and he repeated what I had
often heard him say, that no man who
owned a slave or a mule in Kentucky
could be trusted.

“Mr. Cameron appeared alarmed at
what was said, and turned to Adj't-
Gen. L. Thomas to inquire if he knew
of any troops avallable that had not
been already assilgned. He mentioned
Negley's Pennsylvania  Brigade  at
Pittsburg and a couple of other regi-
ments that were then en route for St.
Louls. Mr. Caimneron ordered him to
divert these to Louisville, and Thomas
made the telegraphic orders on the
spot. He further promised, on reach-
ing Washington, to give us more of his
time and assistance,

“In the general conversation which
followed 1 remember taking a large
map of the ['nited Btater, and assum-
ing the people of the whole South to
be in rebellion, that our task was to
subdue them, showed that MecClellan
was on the left, ]::}lng a frontage of
less than 100 miled] and Fremont the
right, about the same; whereas I, the
center, had from the Big Sandy to Pa-
ducah, over 300 miles of frontier; that
McClellan had 100,000 men, Fremont
60,000, whereas to me had only been
alloited about 18,000. I argucd that,
for the purpose of defense, we should
have 60,000 men at once, and for of-
fense would need 200,000 before we
were done. Mr., Cameron, who still
lay on the bed, threw up his hands,
and exclaimed, ‘Great God! where are
they to come from? 1 asserted that

Louis of some of Fremont's extrava-

DEATH OF GEN. ZOLLICOFFER AT

gant contracts and expenses, which
were the occasion of Cameron's trip to
St. Louls, and which flnally resulted In
Fremont’s being relieved, first, by Gen.
;—Iulr:ter and after by Gen. H. W. Hal-
eck.

“After some general conversation,
Mr., Cameron called to me, ‘Now, Gen.
Bherman,  tell us of your troubles.’ I
sald 1 preferred not to discuss business
with so many strangers present. He
said, ‘They are all frlends, all members
of my family, and you may speak vour
mind freely and without restraint,” I
am sure I stepped to the door, locked
it, to prevent intrusion, and then fully
and fairly represented the state of af-
fairs In Kentucky, especially the sit-
uation and numbers of my troops. I
complained that the new levies of Ohlo
and Indiana were diverted east and
west, and we got scarcely anything:
that our forces at Nolin and Dick Rob-
inson were powerless for fnvasion, and
only tempting to 2 General such as we
believed Sidney Johnston to be; that,
if Johnston chose, he ecould march to
Louisville any day. Cameron exclaim-
ed, 'You astonish me! Our informants,
the Keniucky Senators and members
of Congress, claim that fhey have in

there were plenty of men at the North,

MILL SPRINGS, KY. JAN. 19, 1862.
ready and willing to eome if he would

only accept their services; for it was
notorious that regiments had been
formed In all the Northwestern States,
whose services had been refused by
the War Department on the ground
that they would not be needed. We
discussed all these matters fully, In
the most friendly spirit, and I thought
I had aroused Mr. Cameron to a reali-
zatlon of the great war that was be-
fore us, and was, in fact, upon us. I
heard him tell Gen. Thomas to make
a note of our conversation, that he
might attend to my requests on reach-
ing Washington. We all spent the
evening together agreeably in conver-
gation, many Union citizens calling to
pay their respects, and the next morn-
ing early we took the train for Frank-
fort, Mr. Cameron and party going on
to Cincinnatl and Washington and I to

Camp Dick Robinson to see Gen.
'I‘hu.mas .a.ua Lhe tr-oopa there,
L] L]

“About this time my attention was
drawn to the publication In all the
Eastern papers, which, of course, was
copled at the West, of the report that
1 was ‘crazy, insane and mad;’ that ‘I
had demanded 200,000 men for the de-
fense of Kentucky;’ and the authority
given for this report was stated to be
the Secretary of War himself, Mr.
Cameron, who, never to my knowl-
edge, took palins to affirm or deny it.
My position was therefore simply un-
bearable, and it is probable I resented
the cruel Insult with language of in-
tense feeling. 8till, I received no or-
ders, no reinforcements, not a word
of encouragement or relief.
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Kortucky plently of men, and all they
want are arms and money." I then
sald it was not true; for the young men
were arming and going out openly in
broad daylight to the rebel camps, pro-
vided with good horses -and guns by
their fathers, whq were at best ‘neu-
tral;" and as (g arms, he had, in Wash-
ington, primised Gen. Andcrson 40,000
of the gest

Gnvernar of Pennsylvania zad refused,
for Kenhtueky.
teer Colonels ralsing regiments in va-
Louisville for arms, and when they

saw whdat I had to offer had scorned
to receive them—to confirm the truth

hington.

the distinet understanding 1iha

t he
%:\ leave early the next Iaorning for
We accordingly all

took hacks,

=iy

of which 1 appealed to Mr. Guthrie,

who sald that every word I had spoken

f ficid muskets; Mstead
= Which we had received only about
12,000 Belgian mauskets, which the

as had also the Governer of Qhio, but
which had been adjudged good enough
1 asforted that volun-

rious parts of the State had come to

“Still, on a review of the only ofii-

¢lal dociiments before the War De-
pugt:cnent at the time, ft'was cruel for
a retary of War to give a tacit cré¢-
dence to a rumer
started without

1demagogue in eur

which probably
wish or intention,|

April that the batfle oé Shiloh gave me
personally the chance to redeem m
good name.” ;

Other Tresps In Kentucky.

Gen. Sherman_had pushed his main
camp out from Muldraugh's Hill to
Nolin Creek,: 52 miies from Louisville.
Col. A. McDowell McCook, who had
commanded a regiment gt Bull Run,
and was afterwargs fo ply so promi-

slgned him to cgmmand at Nolin
Creek. As the troaps came in they
were organized into brigades under
McCook, as followss

First Brigade—Geén. Rousseau com-
manding—3d Ky., Col. Bualkley; 6th
Ky.. Col. Whittaker; 1st €Cav., Col
Board; Stone's Battery; two comipanies
19th U. 8., two companies 15th U. S.,
Capt. Gilman.

Becond Brigade—Gen. T, J. Wool
commanding—38th Ind., Col. Seribner:
38th Ind.. Ceol. Harrison; 30th Ind.,
Col. Bass; 20th Ind., Col. Miller,

Third Brigade—Gen. Johnson com-
manding—48th Ohio Col. Gibson; 15th
Ohio, Cal. Dickey; 34th I, Col. King;
324 Ind., Cel. Wallach.

Fourth Brigade—Gen. Negley com-
manding—77th Pa., Col. Hambright;
78th Pa.. Col. Binnell; 78th Pa.. Col
Stambaugh; Batitery —, Capt. Mueller,

Other troops siationed elsewhere
were:

Jeffersonville, Ind.-—24th Ind., Col.
Steele; 36th Ind.,  Col. Grose; 1st Wis,
Col. Starkweather.

Mouth of Salt River—9th Mich., -Col.

Dufiield; 37th Ind., Col. Hazzard.
Olvmplan Springs—2d - Ohio, Col
Harris.
Nicholasville, Ky.—21st Ohio, Col.
Norton.
Coleshurg—24th 1!, Col Hecker.
Elizabethtown, Kyv.-—18th I, Col

Turchin. '
_ Owensboro or Henderson—31st Ind.,
Col. Cruft. .
Buell Agninst the East Tennesses (am~
paign. ;
From the flrst -Gen. Buell had no
sympathy with the plan of moving inte
lBast Tennessee, and courteously re-
pelled and refused to take any interest
in the suggestions of President Lincoln
as to the need of such &4 movement.
Gen. Buell was fully possessed of the
idea, first advanced by Gen. Scott, that
the true objective. of the army was
Chattanooga, and only considered op-
erations off that ling so0o far as they
would protect his flankg and malintain
the peace In Kentueky. Therefore his
first orders confined Gen. Thomas to
mere observation and defense; that is,
he was to move his command to Co-
lumbia to observe any advance of the
enemy along the Semerset road, leav-
ing the 1st and 24, Tenm. and 7th Ky.,
under Ldeut. Carter, af the Navy, a
Tennesseean who had been appointed
Brigadler-General @f Volunteers, at
London, to watch any possible return
of Zollicoffer along: the old route.
Gen. Thomas 1 concentrating
his troops around Lebanon and Co-
lumbia, The weather was bad, the
roads frightful, and the troops suffered
much hardship., QGhn Nov. 24 it was
learned that Gen. Zollicoffer had re-
enteréd the State by the way of Jacks-
boro, Huntsville : own, and
mberiand

was moving toward 1

| River, , threatening o Gen,
Thomas made pro “disposition of
his troops.to meot this af@vance, and

Gen. Schoepf went info position on the
north bank of the Cumberland; six miles
from Somerset, where Zollicoffer bom-
barded him fruitlessly for some hours,
and then moved down toward Mill
Springs, on the Cumberland. Zollicof-
fer's men found a ford on the Cum-
berland not guarded and threw a force
across. QGen. Thomas recognized that
this was a distinct and " dangerous
menace, and strengthened Gen.
Schoepf with additional regiments.
Gen. Buell, however, would not believe
that there was anything serious in this,
and very much embarrussed Gen.
Thomas's plans by forbidding further
reinforcement of Gen. Schoepf, turn-
Ing back troops that were started for
that purpose. Consaquently, Zollicof-
fer was allowed to.remain In a strong
position on the north of the Cumber-
land, with a force much superior to
that which was in his immediate vi-
cinity. -
The Army of the Ohklo.

Dec. 2 Gen. Buell announced that
his forces would bg termed the Army
of the Ohio, and 1gsued an order giving
brigade and division organizations. One
peculiarity of this was that he num-
bered his brigades consecutively
throughout the army, and not as dlvi-
sions. The troops under Gen. Thomas
were constituted tRe First Division,
and were organized as follows:

First Brigade — Brig.-Gen. Albin
Bchoepf commanding—383d4 1Ind., Col.
John Coburn; 17th Ghio, Col. J. M,
Connell; 12th Ky., Col. W. A. Hoskins;
38th Ohlo, Col. E. D. Bradley.

Second Brigade—Col. M. D. Manson
commanding—4th .Ky., Col. 8. 8. Fry;
14th Ohlo, Col J. B. Steedman; 10th
Ind., Col. M. D. Manson; 10th Ky., Col
J. M. Harlan.

Third Brigade—Col. Robert L. Mec-
Cook commanding—18th U. 8, Col. H.
B. Carrington; 24 Minn.,, Col. H. P.
Van Cleve; 36th ©hlo, Col. F. Vander-
veer; 9th Ohlo, Col. R. L. McCook.
Twelfth Brigade—Brig.-Gen. 8. P,
Carter commanding—=1st East Tenn.,
Col. R. R. Byrd; 24 East Tenn., Col
J. P. 8. Carter; Tth Ky., Col. T. T. Gar-
rard; 31st Ohlo, Col. M. B. Walker.
Troops not assigned to brigades—I1st
Ky. Cav,, Col. F. Wolford; Sguadron
Ind. Cav., Capt. Graham; Battery B,
1st Ky. Art,,  Capt. J; M. Hewitt; Bat-
tery B, 1st Ohio Art, Capt. W. B,
Standardt; Battery C, 1st Ohlo Art.,
Capt. D. Xinney. ; -

Maj. W. E. Lawrtnce commanding

artillery. i
Col. Framk ; Wolford.

Among the troops; which had been
first to rendezvous at Camp Dick Rob-
inson were thoss which afterwards
formed that notable” darganization, the
1st Ky. Cav., under;Col. Frank Wol-
ford. Col. Wolford was a peculiar
product of the mountain regions, be-
longing to the ¢lags of the noted Davy
Crockett, He was the old Greeks
meant by ‘dam ;" that Is, a
leader of the.peo, not necessarily a
fnt understand-
a better sense
espouses what
id then negleets no
) ir, to win victory
for his cause. ford was as brave
& man as lived, with a fine talent for
that particular rough-and-ready ora-
tory which won the hearts of the
mountaineers. He¢ was what they call-
ed “a hickory lawyer and politician;”
that is, a man - wih %dy moderate
. but brlmmlngl'

zea

ing of the word, but
when a man ardéntly
he thinks is right
means, fair or,

scholarly attainm
over with cunning,.
for the clients: who

nent a part in the history the Army
of the Cumberiand, had besia promoted
to Brigadier-General of Vaolanteers and
ordered to report to Bhern who as-}
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Personal Experiences in the Usited States and the Conlederate

States

Armies.

——

By Licut.-Gen. J.
VI,

The Dispuie BRetween Gens. Johnston
and Hood-——Johnston Had More Than
70,000 at the Beginning of the Atlanta
Campaign, and Lost More Than 20,000.
Army Strong Emough to Have Heaten
Sherman If Handled Skilifully.
I very much regret I should find It
incumbent upon me to discuss at this
hour certain operations in the West;
but most unjust strictures, passed upon
me by Gen. Johnston, and which are
derogatory to my character, alike as a
man and a soldier, compel me to epeak
in self-defense, or otherwise admit by
silence the charges brought forth.

Although I feel by reason of injus-
tice done me In the past that I have
good cause to demand of our people
the privilege of a hearing upon certain
matters little understood by them, 1
would, nevertheless, have left the work
of vindication to the unbiased historian
of the future, had not my words and
actions been g0 strangely misrepre-
sented.

Before and just after the close of

~
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MAP OF THE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN.

the war our p,enple,'ln the despair of
defeat, were in no state of mind to
listen to truth which ran counter to
their prejudices. Blind passion, how-
ever, has now subeided, and reason, it
is hoped, has returned. I therefore
solicit a hearing upon the subject of
some of the most important historical
events recounted by Gen. Johnston,
and in which I was a prominent actor,

In his Narrative Gen. Johnston
speaks as follows, pages 353-54:

“Gen. Hood in his report of his own
disastrous operations accused me of
gross officlal misstatements of the
strength of the army and of its losses—
asserting that I had ‘at and near Dal-
ton’ an available force of 75,000 men,
and that 22,600 of them were lost in
the campaign, including 7,000 prison-
ers. He recklessly appealed for the
truth of these assertions to Maj. Kin-
loch Falconer, Assistant Adjutant-
General, by whom the returns of the
army were made, which were my au-
thority for the statment attacked by
Gen. Hood. At my request, made in
consequence of this attack, Maj. Fal-
coner made another statement from
the data in his pogsession, which con-
tradicts the appé€llant. By that state-
ment the effective strength of the army
‘at and near Dalton’ was 40,484 infan-
try and artillery and 2,390 cavalry.”

Furthermore, page 356, he says:

“The loss of the Confederate army in
this campaign, while under my com-
mand, was 9,972 killed and wounded.

GEN. JOS. E. JOHNSTON.
About a thir@ of it occurred near Dal-
ton and Ressaga.” : - . . - -

-The Cenfederate Streagth at.Dalton.
The point cohtreversy, ahd which

I shall consider at present, is this

statement made in my official report:

B, HOOD, C. S. A,

l]ay at and near Dalton, awalting the
|advance of the enemy. Never had so
J!B,rg'r:' a Confederate army been assemn-
bled in the West. Seventy thousand ¢f-
i feciive men were in the eunsy direcijon
iof a single commander, whose good
i fortune it was to be able to give sue-
cessful battle, and redeem the lo:ses
of the past. * * * The Army of
Tennesgee lost 22,750 men, nearly one-
,third of its strength.”

{ I shall now demonstiate the actual
| loss during Gen. Johnston's campaign,
Iln order to do this it is necessary to
: prove what was the force “at and near
 Dalton,” or as I expressed it in my
t official report, “in the easy direction
fof a single commander,” May 6, 1864.
‘It must be admitted thar in order to
estimate the loss of an army during
any campaign, siege or battle it is nec-
essary first to ascertaln the total ef-
fective forece at the beginning of hos-
tilities, and when the battle is over, or
the siege or campaign ended, again to
tind out the effective total, which, sub-
tracted from the number at the out-
set, will unquestionably give the loss.
This is the only means by which it ean
be fairly indicated. 'The loszes of an
army are greater or less according to
the manner in which the troops are
handled; i. e, an army staading it
ground and fighting, or advaneing and
driving the enemy, as was the case in
Virginia, under Gen. IL.ee, will count
but few strazglers and deseriers; the
actual loss is not great, from the fuct
that the wounded men go to their
homes proud of their wounds, and ithe
majority of them are soon found again
in the ranks.

On the other hand, an army fighting
and retreating at the same time, tak-
ing up positions, day after day, to be
given up only under cover of darkness,
suffers great loss. During such a cam-
paign the orders nececssary to be issu-d
in withdrawing from the immediate
presence of the enemy are depressing,
such as directing that dead silenee be
observed, wheels mufifled, ete., for fear

|;at discovery and being fired upon., Lot

this polley be econtinued for a distance
of 100 miles, as it was from Dalton to
| Atiauta, and the “pride, pomp and cir-

Jeumstance of glorious war® are lust in

& somewhat funereal proccssion.
Disconrugement of Retreat.

The wounded cannot return home
buoyant and hopeful, as they are forced
to bear with them the chilling intelli-
gence that the army is falling back:
in all such Instances they tarry with
their friends, and many fail to report
again for duty. However, the loss from
this source is but small in comparison
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to that which accrues from the nume-
ber of stragglers picked up by the ene-
my, and of deserters who, beholding
their homes abandoned to the foe, be-
come disheartened, and return to their
families within the lines of the enemy,
as was the case In north Georgia and
west Alabama during Gen. Johnston’s
continued retreat.

The statement derived from Dr.
Foard's (Johnston's Narrative) return
of the killed and wounded is doubtless
correct; but Gen. Johnston’s intention
cannot assuredly be to affirm that this
number (9,972) constitutes his entire
loss during his campaign. According
to the return of Maj. Falconer, his own
Adjutant-General, and to which he re-
fers, the effective strength of the army
on the 10th of June near Kenesaw
Mountain, when about 80 miles from
Dalton, -and within about 20 miles of
Atlanta, was 59,248; whilst the return
of the 10th of July shows, just after
crossing the Chattahoochee River on
the night of the 9th, an efiective total
of only 50,627, which, subtracted@ from
the number we had when near Kene-
saw Mountain the 10th of June, dem-
onstrates a loss of 8,621, Jess 600 of J.|
K. Jackson's command, sent to Savan-
nah. Therefore, it seems impossible
that this General should wish to create
the impression .that 9,972 was his en-
tire loss from all causes, when, within
the last 20 miles of his retreat he lost
8,021 effective men.

A vacancy in the ranks, brought
about by desertion, is as actual and
effective as if the soldier had been
killed in battle. It is worse in its re-
sults, as the deserter generally takes
with him his arms, and demoralizes
the comrades he has forsaken.

New Hope Church.

I shall now pass to New Hope
Church, a little higher up the country,
and ascertain his effective forece, to
which must be added 3,388 killed and
wounded pr' to_his arrival at that
point, or to “‘the pasrsage c® the Eto-
wah.” since they were eéffective sol-
diers at Dalton; in this manner I s.all
gradually trace the number of -avail-
able troops, from whirh deduct the
effective total turned over to me by
Gen. Johnston on the '18th eof July, and
I shall finally arrive at his entire loss
during the campaign..

THe army reached New Hepe Church
op the 25th and- 26th of May, and re-
matned in that vicinity sbout 10 days
previous to the retreat upon Pine and
Kenesaw Mountains, near Marietta.
It. was here visited by Gen. L. T. Wig-

yet through his instrumentality. fine " to-de

course, I eould not deny the faet, -31 j::g elty” wi ; but m"?,:“m*;ﬁ
had to submit to all #ts painful conse-fegucation  anéd cultivation than he
quenees for months; and, moreover, I, waould admit. ¥eé m around)
could not hide from myself that many|him a fine ent of - o moun-
of ttie ol'dﬂcer-d and soidiers sul%uelquakne:& talneers, w or'e .:y a rid-
ly placed under my commal 00 T 2 :

at me askance and with suspicion. In-| m > him and them these
deed, it was Bot until the I o (G on )

: E 1 W 34 - > -~
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“On the 6th of May, 1§64, the army

fall, & man of talent, and, at that time,

in the Confederate States Senate, but
who, owing to his intense enmity te
President Davis, allowed himself to be
governed by undue influences., Gen.
Wigfall was virtually the political Chief
of Stafi of Gen. Johnston, and, con-
sidering the close relations of these
gentlemen, a statement from him rela-
tive to the strength of the army at that
period' may safely be regarded as good
authority. This Senator, in a speech
direeted agalnst President Davis and
myseif, in the Confederate States Sen-
ate, asszerted that, “at New Hope
Church e (Johnston) had of all arms
64.000; of these 5,090 were cavalry,
supposing it not to have increased by
recruiting up to that time: that gilves
him 56,009 infantry and artillery.”
Tiius he allowed 56,000 infantry and
artillery on the 26th of May, after be-
ing out 13 days from Dalton, but ad-
mitted only 8,000 cavairy, There must
he a mistake in respeet to this arm
of the servire. Tt should be borne in
mind that Gen., Johnston reports, in
aeccordance with Maj. Falconer's state-
ment, on the 1lst of May, and previous
to Gen. Sherman’s advance, only 2,393
cavalry, and that no other return was
made up until the 16th of Juune, when
the army was near Kenesaw Moun-
taln—40 days in the interim having
elapsed. Field returns are made up
from the returns of corps command-
ers, and may be called for every 10
days, or eyery month or two, as the
Commanding General may deem prop-
er. It does not follow, however, that
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commanders of corps, divisions, bri-
up their returns cvery few davs., In
fact, it is well known that this duty is
neglected by no diwreet oflicer, even
during an active campaign: otherwise
there would be no means of a-certain-
ing the number of men +ngaged in any
one battle, The r:oturn of Maj. Fal-
coner, I presume, iz correct =o fer as
it gives the effective strengih of the
cavalry directly at Dalton on the 1st
of May:; but it doe: not include bri-
gades “near Daiton,” *“within the easv
direction” of Gen. Johnston, as shown
by the following extract from the ofii-
cial return now in the posscssion of
Maj.-Gen, Wheeler, a copy of which
this officer furnished me on the 24 of
May, 1874:

‘Wheeler's Cavalry,

“May 6, 1864. Geuneral field and siaif
and company officcrs present, 525; to-
tal effective fighting force, 4,299; ag-
gregate officers and men eflective for
battle, 4,824. Dibbrell and Harvison
joined from East Tennessee with 1,415
effective men just after this report was
made. Dibbrell and Harrison reached
Resaca about May 1. I went down and
inspected the command.”

This aggregate gives a total eTective
of 6,239, and it is evident that Gen,
Johnston's Chief of Cavalry, Maj.-Gen,
Wheeler, had in his command this
number “at and near Dalton,” not only
on the 6th, but on the 1st of May. .

Gen. Johnston himself furnishes
proof of the correctness of Maj.-Gen.
Wheeler's report of the 6th, by his
acknowledgment of the presence of
Dibbrell’s Brigade on the 9%h of May,
in these words:

“On the same day Maj.-Gen. Wheel-
er, with Dibbrell’s and Allen's Brigades,
encountered a large body of Federal
cavalry near Varanell's Station.” He
admits also Gen. Martin’s Division of
Cavalry to have been at Cartersville, a
short distance south of Resaca, oa the
1st of May, and Maj. Kinloch Falconer
siates in his official report: "“The cav-
alry of the Mississippl Army, which
joined mear Adairsville, was estimated
at 3,900 effective men, and Martin's
Cavalry Divislon, which joined near
Resaca, at 3,500.” Let us, therefore,
continue the search for cavalry, before
returning to New Hope Church to
make the first estimate of the effective
sirength of this army. Gen. Johnston,
in his Narrative, alludes to the follow-
ing accessions: “Jackson's 3,900 et
us at Adairsville on the 17th.” This
number, added to Wheeler's and Mar-
tin's forces of 6,239, gives of this arm
of the service an effective total of 10,-
139; which number, in lieu of 8,600
reported at New Hope Church, added
to 56,000 infantry and artillery, gives
66,139, Instead of 64,000 of all arms,
as stated by Gen. Wigfall.

The following letter from Maj.-Gen.
Wheeler affords additional evidence of
the correctness of the foregoing estl-
mate of cavalry:

“New Orleans, La., June 1, 18&6.
“Dear General: In reply to yo-') in-
quiry as to the aggregate num! . of
officers and enlisted men, mount :d and
dismounted, I could have thrown into
action at any time prior to the siege
of Atlanta, had I been notified that a
battle was to be fought, and time glven
to bring up men detailed at the rear,
I will state that the records in my
possession show that upon the 10th
day of July, 1864, the figures referred
to were 8,410; of these 6,279 were
fighting, enlisted men already on duty,
mounted on serviceable horses. Gen.
Jackson and three brigades which are
not included in the above.

“] cannot give his exact ferece, but
when he first joined the army near
Adairsville I was informed he had
about 4,500 men.

“I remain, General, with great re=-
spect, your obedient servant,
“(Signed) Joseph Wheeler.
“To Gen. John B. Hood, late Command.
ing Army of Tennessee.” i

Joe Johmston Had 70,000 Effectives.

Thus, the first summary shows an
effective total of 66,139 men, 13 days
out from Dalton, to which force should
be added 3.388 killed and wounded, a
loss which Gen. Johnston acknowledges
to have sustained prior to the passage
of the.Etowah, and the result shows &
14 arny of 69,627 effectives “‘at and
. ar Dalton, exclv've »f desorters,
siraggiers amw’ the . 'isoners captured
from the corumence:ient of the cam-
paign to the arrival of the army at New
Hope Chureh. Therefore it requlies an
allowance of but 473 men, lost as strag-
glers and deserters during the 13 days
of retreat, In order to sum up the
70.000 effeetives alluded to in my offi-
cial repaort.

I shall now ascertain the strength of
the army at Adairsville on the 17ith of

(Continued on page two.)

gades and regiments neglect to make
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